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1.The renaissance of the short film. 

2.The benefits of using short films. 

3.What creativity is and why it is important. 

4.Activities designed around short films. 

5.Using short films to get students to create 

their own narratives. 

6.Getting students to create their own short 

films. 

 



The renaissance of 

the short film 
 



The benefits of using 

short films 
 



1.View several times 

2.Different activity each time 

3.Great dramatic impact 

4.Students love stories 

5.Innovative and creative 

6.Prompts for oral & written communication 

 









What is being 

creative? 





Is language teaching  

a creative profession?  
 











The C Group 
 

We offer a provisional description 

of creativity as: 'thinking and 

activity in language education 

that is novel, valuable, and 

open-ended, and that helps to 

enrich learning in our students 

and ourselves'. 



THE C GROUP MANIFESTO 

• creativity can greatly enhance the 
quality of our personal and 
professional lives 

• everyone has the potential to be 
creative in life and at work 

• all too often this potential is frustrated 
by institutional pressures 

• it is possible to change this situation 

• it will be easier to achieve this by 
working together than by working 
separately 

 





What do you do  

to be creative?  
 













How are going to be 

creative in your 

language learning  

this year? 
 



Manifesto 
 







My Own Manifesto 

  

Live and let live. Every single thought deserves respect, even 

when somebody doesn’t see eye to eye with others. Feel utterly 

proud when giving a hand to someone even though they 

haven’t asked for it. Don’t turn a blind eye to someone who 

needs your help. Problems crop up every day. Don’t let them get 

you down. Don’t let them shatter your dreams. Try to solve them 

on your own. Listen to every single piece of advice you are 

given. If you have to tell a white lie, don’t be afraid. The truth is 

sometimes cruel. If you feel like showing your love for someone, 

don’t be ashamed. Perhaps this person feels the same. Not only 

is time golden. Health is golden too. Feeling good is amazing. 

Money can bring fake friends, the old ones stay forever. Real 

friendship is priceless. Enjoy yourself without hurting anyone. 

Have the time of your life as often as you can. Little details can 

turn something dull into something funny. Count your blessings 

every day. 

 



 You only have one life 

Be happy 

Try to change all the things that you don’t like 

Live each moment with intensity, live intensely 

Think before speaking 

Be coherent between what you think and what you say 

Not impose, dialogue 

Put love in your life 

Learn for every mistake, yours or others 

Don’t worry about things that haven’t solution, take care of 

that can be solved 

Help and let yourself be helped 

Learn to forgive and begin forgiving yourself  

Treat others as you would be treated 













 

If you could travel to 

11 countries in 44 

days, where would 

you travel to? 
 





What would you eat 

and drink in these 
countries? 





What could you learn 
in these countries? 

 





My epic journey 
  
If I could travel to 11 countries in 44 days I would start with 
France because it’s near to Spain and I like France so much. 
Then I would go to Germany, Switzerland and Finland because 
these are countries that I haven’t seen. After this I would fly to 
United Kingdom and then I would across the Atlantic Ocean to 
visit Brasil, Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, Cuba, USA and 
Japan. 
  
If I had the chance I would learn to cook in France, to drink 
beer as german people and in Finland I would learn to skiing. In 
brasil I would learn to dance capoeira and I would practise 
tango in Argentina. In Costa Rica I would learn to do skooba 
diving. Then I would learn to make tequila in Mexico and 
cocktails in Cuba. In USA I would learn to live as a gangster 
and shooting guns. I would go to Japan to learn fight sumo. 
 
In France I would eat a lot of cheese, in Switzerland I would eat 
chocolate. In Argentina I would taste the best meal in the 
world. At last in Mexico I would eat their famous nachos with 
cheese and in Japan I would eat a lot of shushi that I like so 
much! 

 



My epic journey 
  

If I could travel to 11 countries in 44 days I would start with France 

because it’s near to Spain and I like France so much. Then I would go 
to Germany, Switzerland and Finland because these are countries 

that I haven’t seen. After this I would fly to United Kingdom and then I 

would across the Atlantic Ocean to visit Brasil, Argentina, Costa Rica, 

Mexico, Cuba, USA and Japan. 
  

If I had the chance I would learn to cook in France, to drink beer as 

german people and in Finland I would learn to skiing. In brasil I would 

learn to dance capoeira and I would practise tango in Argentina. In 

Costa Rica I would learn to do skooba diving. Then I would learn to 

make tequila in Mexico and cocktails in Cuba. In USA I would learn 

to live as a gangster and shooting guns. I would go to Japan to learn 

fight sumo. 

 
In France I would eat a lot of cheese, in Switzerland I would eat 

chocolate. In Argentina I would taste the best meal in the world. At 

last in Mexico I would eat their famous nachos with cheese and in 

Japan I would eat a lot of shushi that I like so much! 

 



Secrets 



   Secrets 

 
1.Can you keep a secret? 

2.Have you ever revealed someone’s secret? 

3.Who do you confide your secrets to? 

4.Did you keep a secret diary when you were a 
child? 

5.Do you know anyone who is very secretive? 

6.What are the most common secrets? 

7.Has anyone ever confessed something to you? 

8.Do you think men or women are more 
secretive? 

9.Do you think it is wrong for the media to reveal 

people’s secrets? 

10.Is it good to have secrets?   





















Using short films to get 

students to create their 

own narratives. 



• The Adventures of a Cardboard 

Box 

• The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr 

Morris Lessmore 

• I Forgot My Phone 

• Inseparable 

• The Man Who Planted Trees 

• The Black Button 

• Post-it Love 



Paperman 





Students write an 

alternative ending. 



Mixtape 



One character writes a 

letter to another character. 



We’ve All Been There 



Students imagine that they are a 

character and decide what will 

happen to him or her in the next ten 

years. Each students writes a narrative 

in the first person, describing the next 

ten years of their character.  



What goes around 

comes around.  



The Reader 



a bookshop 

post-its 

alphabet soup 

a library 

a comic 

scrabble 
 

 



Lost Property 



Getting students to create 

their own short films. 

 



 

 
Filmmaking is a positive and 

creative solution to integrating 

students’ digital life outside the 

classroom with what can happen 

inside the classroom and that 

through collaboration, they can 

actually create something 

greater.  

 



‘We must teach communication 

comprehensively in all its forms …  

We live and work in a visually 

sophisticated world, so we must be 

sophisticated in using all the forms 

of communication, not just the 

written word.’ 

 

George Lucas 

 



‘We need filmmaking in our 
classrooms, not to graduate 
filmmakers, but to graduate 
problem solvers, critical thinkers 
and passionate people who can 
work with others to make that which 
does not yet exist, real.’ 

 

Nikos Theodosakis 
 



‘The ability to capture diverse 
images, text and sounds and make 
educated decisions regarding the 
best way to combine them into a 
coherent and meaningful product 
makes digital filmmaking an 
appropriate tool for creative 
language learning.’ 

 

Seemita Mohanty 
 



 

One-second films 



“Today everybody’s  

a film-maker.” 

 

Wim Wenders 

 





We chose the image of birds flying because it makes us 
feel free, calm and relaxed. Also, it’s a natural moment 
that transmits us a sense of a different life.  
 



This is a special moment in the film because it transmits 
the love for nature, the power of nature, and it shows us 
that we depend of nature. 
 



The eye of the cat is a magnificent moment because the 
mystery and the harmony of this moment creates a 
strange feeling of inferiority on us, and we feel touched 
by the beauty of this “animal moment”. 



For me, the piano keys represent all the afternoons spent in 
front of the piano thinking and doing sums to understand 
the tempo, the compass, etc. Sometimes, when I’m sad, I 
start playing the piano and everything disappears. 
 



I like this moment because it reminds me of those days when 
it’s cold outside and I’m at home watching a film. It was also 
because of drops trickling down that when I was four years old I 
learnt how to count until ten! 
 



“I think that stories and the telling of 
stories are the foundations of human 
communication and understanding. 
If children all over the country are 
watching films, asking questions 
and telling their stories, then the 
world will eventually be a better 
place.” 

  

Beeban Kidron 
 



‘Our task now is to keep encouraging 

our students to become effective 

communicators and active participants 

in their language learning. This is going 

to involve adopting new approaches to 

language, often integrating what 

students are already engaging with 

and learning outside of the classroom.’ 

 

Anna Whitcher 

 















allatc 





 kieran@kierandonaghy.com 

 http:// kierandonaghy.com 

 http://film-english.com 

 


